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Watertests WATER
.....l _ Puente Valley County Water

District, while a fourth was oper-
Tests find no ated by the San Gabriel Valley

Water Co. All were within theI1

, new proolems mainbody ofcontamination.

find no Nearly alloftheotherwells
ContinuedfromA3 that tested positive, about 30 in
Quality Authority has been fund- all, were below a state standard
ing testing of a carbon filtration of 18 parts per billion.

roblems system similar to that used on Yacoub said that except Ibr

industrial solvents, at a test well perchlorate found in Covina-m'ea

p in Baldwin Park. groundwater,he believes that mi-
' Initial results have been prom- gration over decades in the
' ising, said Jim Goodrich,execu- heavily pumped basin might ac-

fo d-euse : t_ve director of the authority, count for the contamination out-Cleanupefforts,to be theWhichis chargedwith.facilitatingbasin,scleanup...sa..side the main body south of Azu.

wellssouth of Azusa ,,weare seeing that carbon plansS°UthernitsownCalif°rniastudiesWatertodeter-C°four will take the perchlorateout, buton nobodyknows why it works,"he
said. "We are still studying it" mine how three of company• wells were foundto contain the

BYSTAVvlaurenCeWRiTERDarmlento Thebiological seeingWaynethePraskins'BaldwinParkWh°.iScleanupOVer-amounts.Chemical'even if hi only trace

Final testing of wells in the treatment method for the EPA, said it is likely thatthe construction of the plant, "Quite frankly we don't have
San Gabriel Valley area con- uses microorganisms which was supposedto be opera- an answer and that is why we
firms what water officials say tional hi 1999,will be delayedfor are going to take a review to try
has been believed for months: to break down the at least a year., and find out where it migllt
Contamination by a rocket fuel "We don'texpect any dramatic' comefrom," said Jim Gallagher,
component is restricted mostly bonds in the breakthroughs in the near term," a company vice president.

to some wells south of Azusa. perchlorate and ' he said. . The company has started a
With testing completed, offi- : Testing of five wells completed public service campaign to as-

cials are focusing on finding a tenderit harmless, i in Decemberby the watermaster stu'e its 37,500area customers of
method to treat wells tainted by" , wrapped up its basin testing pro- water quality, noting that 45 of
the chemical perchlorate, which ' gram, which involved about 250 its basin wells are free of per-
can cause thyroid disorders, lot stage. !residential, industrial and agri- chlorate while the three contami.

"You can spend a million dol- A small pilot treatment facili! ' .cultural wells, Williams said. hated ones are well below state
lars to try and investigate the ty in Sacramento Countyi Three of. the four wells shut standards.
sources and not come up with where Aerojet has another /
any conclusive solution," said plant and has acknowledged re;
Hank Yacoub, chief of ground- sponsibility for perchlorate ¢on_
water cleanup for the Los An- tamlnation, hasremoved the
geles Regional.Water Quality chemical tO the"pointit_doe_
Control Board. "We have to fo- not turn,up in tests.: : ' l.l2
cus now on a solution.'"'" ,.... "We are still collectingdata

Testing completed last month . .'.;but so far it' looks ve.,_,pos.i-:
showed that except for one well tire and :'encouraging_ said '
in Covina, perchlorate has not. Don Vanderkax, :an .Aerojet en-
been detected at levels above . vironmental speclalist. "We _e_"
state standards outside of the getting, non-detects for percltl__
area south of Azusa, where 'it rate at 20 gallons per minute_).*_
forced closure of four active The _ biological., treatment
wells. . • • method'uses microorganisms _'

The discovery of the!chemi-', break down"b0nds in thep_!'
cal last summer in ,parts;of: chlorate.and:re_der it lhar_. ' "

halted plans to construct a : The company,'aloiig':withsev , . '
treatment plant for previously :iei'al,others named_b_r'itli(:EPA
discovered industrial solvents for:.the_solventp011uti0n,also
that caused the area to be has :contributed',$30,000'for.,a. _
named a federal Supeffund site. perchlorate treatment project

The plans call for the treated ,led by il_e 'Main _San" Gabriel
water to be.sold to help payfor Basin-Watermaster :'" : :-_',. 'l " l

the $40 million plant, some-. That :project, approvedlate , .
thing that cannot be accom- last year, would .test whether
plished ff it contains.perchlo- an ion. exchange treatme_4-
rate and is not potable, might work,, a proce_:::similiff., i I .l"

"The cleanup, in Baldwin. to the devices" used 'to soft_._.
Park is at stake, Yacoubsaid. home'water but whic_Vmust'l__'

The federal Environmental. tailored':to treat the::¢l_emical_'
Protection Agency has said it "We:need to_:"fmda sOlutibn.
believes Aerojet, which built .and that is why we arework.
solid rocket engines in Azusa ing aggressively_y said Car01-
after World War II, is a source Williams, executix/edirector _( .....
of perchloratecontaminationin the watermaster,which mana_':
a 27.square-milearea south of es the. 167"square-mile.:bas[6(:.i.

its plant. .: that stretches _omL_',.Verne.i(_.._

tentially responsible for the sol-- change might be availablein .._,
vent contamination. The compa- about,six months, she said. _L:_._
nies are conducting research on .The San:Gabriel Basin,Wate#_(:_.
_ossible perchlorate treatment ....... ....... . !;:_+_-_:
'that has already reached the pi: [ I _:i_ _' WA_'(_:_" ."


